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GENETICALLY MODIFIED COTTON IN THE KIMBERLEY 
DEATH OF MS VIVIENNE ELANTA 

Statement 

HON DEE MARGETTS (Agricultural) [6.01 pm]:  I rise tonight largely to note the passing of a wonderful 
woman.  Prior to that, however, I will make a point about the introduction of genetically modified cotton in the 
Kimberley.  The Roy Morgan poll that I commissioned in 2002, surprisingly revealed to me that the highest level 
of opposition in regional Western Australia came from the community in the Kimberley.  The poll was 
conducted in the Kimberley, agricultural Western Australia and the south west.  The respondents from the 
Kimberley indicated that they believed they had the highest access to unbiased information.  Knowledge of the 
electorate would probably be useful in judging what the community wants when it comes to the introduction of 
genetically modified crops.  It was a surprise to me because it was not a food crop that attracted the strongest 
level of opposition.  The Roy Morgan poll indicated that the Kimberley opposed it more strongly than any other 
part of regional Western Australia.   

I stand tonight to note the passing of a very wonderful person whose funeral was held today.  Her name is 
Vivienne Elanta.  Some people in this Chamber may know Vivienne’s long-term partner, John Croft, who, 
among other things, has been the prime driver of the Gaia Foundation in Western Australia.   

My memory of Vivienne is that she was generous, giving, energetic and positive, even when she was striving to 
bring about better decisions from Governments for the forests and the nature that she loved, or bringing about a 
better and nuclear-free world.  Vivienne continued to be positive, warm and giving in everything she did.  Prior 
to a planned participation in a pilgrimage around Australia, Vivienne was involved in a road accident which left 
her quite injured.  However, she continued to have a positive demeanour.  In the past few years, Vivienne 
suffered from a number of illnesses, which may or may not have been related to the fact that she was bitten by a 
white-tailed spider.  For some time she had enormous problems with necrotic sores on her arm that may well 
have been responsible for other illnesses, including chronic fatigue syndrome which she suffered after the 
incident.  Vivienne was diagnosed with a brain tumour and to many people’s surprise she succumbed much 
earlier than expected.  Symbolic of Vivienne’s life, she was generous enough to share her dying months with her 
friends and supportive community.  Not only did she share and give throughout her life, she continued to share 
and give when she was dying.  We all feel that with Vivienne’s passing, she continues to live and love through 
all of the actions that we take in her name from here on in.   
 


